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The first ever ANAPBA North American Pipe Band Invitational will have to wait another year, following a number of 
planning meetings by the Las Vegas International Celtic Festival in September.  
 
HOWEVER, The International Celtic Festival’s signature event in 2011 will be the International Tattoo featuring leading 
military bands from the USA, Canada and the UK. The Las Vegas Celtic Society will be holding the 7th Annual Las Vegas 
Celtic Gathering and Highland Games on April 16-17, 2010 at Floyd Lamb Park at Tule Springs, including piping and 
drumming competitions (www.lasvegascelticsociety.com). There will also be nightly Ceilidhs, pub crawls and a golf 
tournament.  Discounted hotel rooms for groups and band members will be available at several of the sponsoring hotels.  
Please stay tuned to the website for further details. (www.lasvegascelticfestival.com) 
  
 The Pipe Band World was anticipating a huge contest featuring 2,500 bandsmen in attendance as well as thousands of 
family members, friends and pipe band enthusiasts. We can assure you that the pipe band competition being held at the 
highland games will be first rate. The overall event was to be part of the Celtic Festival in Las Vegas over the weekend 
which already came along with a $1.5 million dollar price tag. Those that have been on a Games Committees realize that a 
Pipe Band competition is not a self-funding event, but relies on sponsorships and the paid admissions from the Games 
itself.   The price tag initially allocated to sponsor 85 bands to Las Vegas was staggering.   In addition to the travel money 
of up to $8k for Grade 1 bands and $5k for Grade 2 bands, the Las Vegas event was going to cover hotel and local 
transportation costs.  It became apparent this was still not enough and that more planning and an improved budget will be 
needed before this event can take place. 
 
A Special Music Board of well-respected players and Judges had worked endless hours producing contest guidelines that 
featured a crew of adjudicators that were not attached to any bands, businesses marketing Pipe Band equipment, or any 
other special interests such as relatives playing with a competing band.  A new concert formation was to be tested by all 
the Grade One and Two bands.  Additionally, the Grade One bands were offered a special extended medley contest with 
the ability to add any type of musical instrument as long as it was played by a regular Pipe Band member.  
 
The postponement is disappointing but collectively agreed a necessity to ensure Las Vegas delivers an event of the highest 
caliber.  The rules, format and special staging would have made this truly a unique competition, never experienced in Pipe 
Band history. The Piping and Drumming Committee are satisfied that the journey had led us though a successful process 
which culminated in a  finished recipe for this revolutionary competition.   
 
Input from bands both in the US and abroad have caused us to rethink our plans for the Las Vegas Invitational Pipe Band 
Championships although we wanted to establish this as strictly a North American competition.  Las Vegas is a big 
drawing card for pipe bands worldwide, and will make for a wonderful competition second only to the Worlds in 
Glasgow! 
 


